The Progressive Male
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abwilously clegant, antiste and valuabde jewellery, both
anncpue and contemporany, slips into Hong Kong withiout
fanfare ancl show. Thes i the style of Michae! Youssoufian,
peweller and designer who comes from legendary Banily history
and rradition. The Youssoufian Gmdly has kong been recognised
as one of the op creators in the word of fne jewellery for
generatons, dating back more than 60 vears
Michael's grandfather, Joseph Youssoufiun, was personal
feweller i the Roval Coun of Egypt, the Boyval Highness King
Foucl andd larer King Farouk In 1956, when King Fouad was
abelicated, the new milers of Egypt perseouted the Youssouliin
family and the family shop was confiscted.
Even though Michacl's lather, Alfred, stayed in Egypt for a
few vears, he muade Irequent rips w London where he found
new apportunities and evenmually left Egypt for good. 1n 1962,

Alfred Youwssoufian decided (o open a sh I in
Greneva, Switserland and Eter rovo ather shops
i Caapri crwd Bome, Daly. The Liner two shiops
wiene sald in 1980, However the st in
Grenevin s sl operated by his fther whene he
servies a very privileged clientele

Beginning with his chilelbesel and
throughout his Nife, Michael Youssoufian has
beeeery i comtiet with At i one form or another
His mdher, Gladvs Guendoline Conmay, was a
viery well known Opera singer and actress in
Egype churing Workd War 1T At the age of seven,
Michae! had alreacly participated in childbren
peetormimies with s megher

After completing his stuchics in Egyvpat and
London, Michael Youssoufian, sttencded the
Greneva Ar School o become a painter
Flowever, his father bud other ideas. Like many
trachitional fathers, Alfred Youssoufian waned
his son o follow: in his footsteps and enter the
Fumdly Pusiness

MNok ter bee deterred from his goal in o,
Michael developed o compromise with his
Earher. Along with his ant stochies, e studied in
the School of Plastic Ans, which gave him
CPPCTUnities 10 senvi an apprentiocship in
severdl rdones, "So | would study gewellery
dhesign andd well as ather an designs by day
while studving an and other artistic activities, like dancing at
might,” Michael poimts cul

Druring this time i won
impressed critics in the circle. Because of his diversified
apprenticeships inan design, he not only became a jewelleny
designer bt also o protoeype watch modeller. One of his
projects wis collaboration with Gembd Genin, which resulted in
the creation @ very prominent and successful timepiece. Through
these works and stucies, he gained a greaer appreciation for all
Torms ol an and dision as well as a mch grester technical
hackground compered 1o many jewellers

This diversificd design and production experience gave
Michael Youssoufinn mone than just g solicd founckation o enter
the family business. Coupled with his childbhood upbrnging,
there was. an ongoing forwand and upwand moving, step-hy-step
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foundaton being developed thar would set ham apart and impact
his reputation in the jewellery business.  He also demonstrated
and will continue o do 5o, that he is a free thinker, ever growing,
his way, ancd yet not ially upsetting the traditional either

Lipon entering the Family business, he continued his studies
amd design with intensive courses in gem cutiing
and learning more about precious stones.  According to Michael

on pewellery

“while doing the apprenticeships, 1 leamed that I really did have
a natural talent for jewellery. 5o 1 was not just pleasing oy father
hut ook another step in fulfilling myself also.*

What Michael didn't rezilize at the time. all these activities and
trainings were honing his inner natural instinct and eye for fine
anistic and valuable jewellery to a mzor edge that would
eventually give him a presence of authority, easily recognieed
and accepted by athers, even though his amitude was and would
This is abways true of many successhul men,
those that are ever growing, being their own men, being in some
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ways traclitional but at the same time advancing ever foravand
with new icheas and adding their oo signature 1o everyihung.
They stand ever fiem and confident in who they are, what they
clo, their abilities and how they will do it — a grandioss with a
=0t towch that just slipe-in, they never blow their own hom

Gracually Michael moved more and more into the
commercizl and business side of the jewellerny business. In 1975,
Michael started travelling more in search of antigue and valuable
Eewellery for their clients, The business did not just sell theis
clesigns and take on commissions but included finding various
antigue pieces for their clients, which included private collecos,
musewms, like Cartier and others like Sothelw's. Over the years,
Michael has maintained excellent relationships with all the
famuily’s contacts worldwide

He started with mips to South America, where a lot of
Eurapean pewellery ended up after World War 11, and expanded
o many pleces, eveniually bringing him to Asta. In 1994, he
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decided it was time o expand the business o other areas, which
became an addition o his travel agenda

Upon arriving in Hong Kong, he liked it very much, and
dedcided 1o set-up his base of operitions here, *l find the people
in Hong Kong to have exceptional intercst and taste in fine
artistic jewellery,” he exclaims. "Not only that they decide on
whiat they want quickly and pay on dme. 1 like being my nawral
self in Hong Kong, which is a low key and very mmuthful way of
sales — it 15 appreciated here and the women here have good
knowledge of dimonds and precious stones

During his travels, he collected an and antique cars in
Switzerland, chid hitchhiking and other adventurcus activities
However, today it is different. "1 have litle time for social life,
except thar needed for business purposes,” Michael points out
My passion for jewellery ocoupies most of my time” He takes
o to three mps a momth looking for one-of-a-kind jewellery for
his clients. Also for the past several years he is more and more
back into doing his own designs

"The artistic valuabbe jewellery and single unigue pieces ane
getting scarce,” Michael states: "Fine jpewellery 15 many nmes the
last thing & womean buys and no matter what happens, in most
cases, it i the last thing she'll sell. So, once it s purchased or
repurchased and moves inio a safe or museun, it s no longer
available, Now | bring my kbeas for antistc jewellery o Asia and
one of my contnbutions is to bring the fine antique look into the
medern era — 1o upgrade it" His designs ane being recognized
mre and more n this pan of the word as it was for the
Youssoufian's in Burope, US, and the Middle East

Since he hod a limiced social life, §asked him how he
T drink a couple of Red Label Johnnie Walker's with
soda” What about wine, champagne, etc. — no, he said, only
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that. This single mindedness in his drink did not surprise me — it
i typical of the progressive nale. Johnne Walker salutes Michael
Youssoufian, a true example of the progressive make in this world

- single mindedness in his life's work, adding his own ideas o
grow and expand it further, standing apan from the crowd with a
grandiose presence that is admired but whe is low key — his
wiork speaks for self
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